Here we go again.

Something I really hate is how game companies pretend to have their customers' best interests at heart, but turn around and screw them over.

Remember when we said that?

It was regarding loot boxes, and gaming companies' willingness to screw over customers by adding unwanted features and services that the customers either have to pay for in order to get the experience they should already be getting, or put up with in order to play the game they paid for.

2K Games is one of the latest companies to do exactly this, by adding unskippable ads into the game NBA 2K21, a full month after release, a full month after reviews, a full month after sales were made with the idea that such a feature would not be included in the game.

2K Games later stepped back, and tried to pretend that adding these unskippable ads was an accident.
My only response to 2K Games for that asinine excuse is this: SCREW YOU.
You manipulate your customers into buying a game that doesn't feature this bullshit, so that you will get favorable reviews, then you add features that nobody wants, and everyone calls you out for, and then you go on to insult our intelligence by thinking we'd actually believe that adding this feature was an accident.

So yes, I will stand by my sentiment when I say SCREW YOU.
Just who the hell do you think you are to treat your customers as if they were brain-dead idiots, no more than a coin purse for your continued existence?
Maybe you need a reminder that without our continued support, you would go out of business. Maybe you need a reminder that without us buying your shitty games, you would have no means of supporting yourselves, or your employees, who depend on their paychecks now more than ever. Maybe you need a reminder that what you're doing is alienating your customers, the very people who give you the money that enables you to do this bullshit.
There's an axiom for this that you need to keep in mind: Don't bite the hand that feeds you.

And let's make something abundantly clear, 2K Games, you're not just biting the hand that feeds you, you're shitting on it completely. You can either grow a fucking brain and do what's right by your customers, or you can continue this shitty trend, and go the way of Konami, who has forever earned the title of hated company by gamers everywhere.

Your choice, 2K.

Another game that recently did this type of thing is Halo Infinite. They recently removed traditional color customization in favor of a monetized shader scheme like in Destiny 2.
Big mistake.

Let's make another point abundantly clear: These companies know exactly what they're doing. These actions are not accidents, and implying or stating that it is, is as idiotic as saying Johnny's dick slipped and that's why his girlfriend got pregnant.
These companies are manipulating you all. They are taking two steps forward with the knowledge they will get backlash, so they can only take one step back with the feature still in the game, and make it as if they listened to you all. They haven't.

In the case of 2K Games, I guarantee they will finalize the feature so you can skip the ads, but the ads will remain in the game in some form, regardless of the backlash, regardless of what the community says, and that will be the new normal for 2K Games.

So, if you want to solve this problem, simply don't buy their games anymore. Game companies are proving that they are willing to manipulate consumers, ratings, reviews, and everything else that is meant to allow consumers to make an informed purchase, just to make a quick buck. They get away with it because consumers still buy their products, despite these facts. This is why many of us here at The Paladin who are gamers, do not buy games day one anymore, because we know that these companies are making drastic changes to these games, only after initial reviews are made, so that they can capitalize on gamers who think that will not be the case.
This practice should be illegal, but sadly, the only way this will stop is if we discontinue our support.

I'm not going to tell you to not buy a game. You can buy whatever games you want, but understand that if you support companies like 2K Games, who are practicing these shady business schemes, you're also supporting a corruption that is slowly destroying the gaming medium, and turning it into nothing more than a cash grab scam.

Once again, gamers, your choice.

Thank you for listening. If you like this content, please feel free to follow The Paladin.

Have a good day.
